
Cardiologist 
Cardiologists are doctors who diagnose, treat, and manage heart and blood vessel
diseases. They work in hospitals, clinics, medical offices, and private practices. They
treat chest pain, high blood pressure and heart failure, as well as problems with heart
valves, blood vessels and other heart and vascular issues. They can order tests like
electrocardiograms, echocardiograms, CTs (computed tomography), CMR (cardiac
magnetic resonance imaging) and nuclear imaging to find out what’s wrong. With
diagnosis, they can prescribe medicine, advise on healthier habits, or perform cardiac
catheterization. If surgery is needed, they can refer to a cardiothoracic surgeon.

How Do I Become a Cardiologist?

What Does a Cardiologist Do? 
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projected job
growth rate is

5% by 2033

Average Annual Pay: $ 423,250

Cardiologists must earn a bachelor's degree, ideally with a focus on life
sciences  and then attend medical school and obtain a Doctor of Medicine (MD)
degree and pass the USMLE (United States Medical Licensing Examination).
They then must complete a residency program in internal medicine, usually
lasting three years and enroll in a cardiology fellowship program for an
additional three years of specialized training before obtaining board certification
in cardiology through the American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM). 

Perform physical exams 

Order tests such as EKG’s,
echocardiograms, and stress tests

 Prescribe medications

Perform procedures such as angioplasty  &
stenting

 Recommend surgery 

Advise on lifestyle modifications like diet &
exercise. 

Educate patients 

Conduct research 

“It is rewarding when patients who have a severely debilitating
condition respond very well to a particular therapy, and they are
incredibly grateful when they feel that they almost have their life
back.” -Dr. Matthew Cox, MD

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diagnostics/16832-cardiac-catheterization
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diagnostics/16832-cardiac-catheterization
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/23263-cardiothoracic-surgeon
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Click on the image for a professional account
from a Cardiologist.

Click on the image for information on a career in
Cardiology

For more information visit the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-and-surgeons.htm

Dr. Matthew Cox, M.D. Cardiologist at Olean Medical
Group gives insight on a career in Cardiology. 

A Professional Account 

What is the most rewarding part of your journey?

What do you wish you knew back in school that you
know now? 

What is the most challenging? 

https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?

v=z4G9HgL0zE0

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?

v=SHHjFAKvQb8

“A lot of what we do in Cardiovascular Medicine is to deal with
medical conditions that are "silent killers" and treating them
doesn't really make the patients "feel" any better. However,
occasionally patients will have a severely debilitating condition
that responds very well to a particular therapy, and they are
incredibly grateful when they feel that they almost have their
life back because of some type of treatment or intervention
you performed.”

 “In this day and age of the internet and social media there is
so much information available to patients, but unfortunately,
they do not always have the proper training to discern what
is factual information and they will make medical decisions

based off of false or only partially true information. As a
provider, it is sometimes very challenging to get patients to

adhere to the standard of care because they found
something contradictory on the internet.” 

“I wish I knew how I would spend more time as a provider in
front of a computer and on the phone charting and talking to
insurance companies rather than having the majority of my
time spent with patients.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4G9HgL0zE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHHjFAKvQb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFkIh5TtWws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFkIh5TtWws
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-and-surgeons.htm


Visit
cfgbschoarships.org
for more information 

Health Career Observer
The Official Newsletter of the WNY R-AHEC

February 2024

 Health Careers
Resource Guide

QR Code

https://www.cfgb.org/community-change/initiatives/scholarships/
http://cfgbschoarships.org/

